The Type Locality of the Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush

Cinclosoma castaneothorax Gould, I849
Ian A.W. McAllan 46 Yeramba Street, Turramurra, NSW 2074 EMU Vol. 95, 126-129, 1995 . Received 10-2-1994 , accepted 6-4-1994 The locality at which the Chestnut-breasted Quailthrush Cinclosoma castaneothorax was first collected has always been vague and has varied from the Darling Downs to the Dawson River and has even been considered to be unknown (Gould 1849; Condon 1962; Ford 1983) . This communication is an attempt to define the locality more precisely.
The problem
The Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma castaneothorax was described by John Gould, from a single male, at the meeting of the Zoological Society of London of 28 November 1848 (Gould 1849), giving the type locality as, 'Darling Downs, New South Wales'. In 1855 he modified this account to read: 'For a knowledge of this richly coloured and very distinct species of Ground-Thrush science is indebted to Charles Coxen, Esq. [Gould's brother-in-law], of Brisbane, who discovered it in the scrubby belts of trees growing on the Condon (1962) to restrict the type locality to, 'Near the Dawson River, Queensland.' Ford (1974) accepted this conclusion but later changed his opinion (Ford 1983) , suggesting that both localities were incorrect, based evidently on his own exhaustive study of the quail-thrushes. Although not stated, Ford found that the eastem-most limit of the Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush was much further west than Gilbert's unidentified birds, which were probably Spotted Quail-thrushes Cinclosoma punctata. 
A possible solution: Coxen's expedition to the Maranoa in 1847
Standard references on the Coxen family do not reveal where or when Charles Coxen obtained the specimen. However, from mid-1846 to late 1847 at least six expeditions approached the eastern limits of the Chestnutbreasted Quail-thrush in the Maranoa Region. The area concerned was in the vicinity of the present town of Roma, west to near the Maranoa River and south to its junction with the Balonne River (Fig. 1) .
In the Moreton Bay Courier on 16 October 1847 there is an account of Coxen's expedition to the 'Fitz Roy Downs' in August and September 1847 (Anon. 1847) . He started down the Condamine River on 18 August in company with Philip Pinnock and 'a native black'. Unfortunately, his route westwards is hard to trace. He passed Dogwood Creek 'and afterwards crossed three smaller tributaries of the Condamine before they came in sight of Fitz Roy Downs'. Coxen is said to have climbed Mount Abundance, which is east of the Cogoon River at 26041fS, 14g026'E, 'from which a tolerably open country was seen extending to the eastward, but which on examination was found rather unpromising, the scrubs being larger, more dense, and covering a greater extent of country than any they had passed over on their route. In fact the country has been improperly designated downs, for it is only open here and there, with low sandy ridges and brigalow [Acacia harpophylla] scrubs, varying from one to three miles in length. They discovered the best country in the vicinity of Grafton Range, which is described as tolerably good, although nearly all the ridges were covered in scrub.' The party returned by travelling down the Cogoon River and then back up the Balonne River, which Coxen called the Condamine.
This appears to be the expedition on which the Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush was collected, for the newspaper notes, 'Mr. Coxen procured three new ornithological specimens during his trip.' What the other two specimens were is not known. Between the years 1840, when Gould was in Australia, and 1867, when Gould received a painting and specimens of the Coxen's Fig-Parrot Opopsitta coxeni, Gould made no mention of Coxen supplying him with any material other than the single male Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush.
Although the Quail-thrush is not known east of 148"E (Blakers et al. 1984) , the habitat near the Maranoa and Cogoon rivers may be suitable for the species. The bird's preferred habitat is Mulga Acacia aneura on stony hills. Nix & Austin (1973) noted that Mulga was at its eastern limit on the hills near the lower Cogoon River. Indeed, Ludwig Leichhardt visited the area a few weeks earlier and wrote that when he was about 35 km east of the Cogoon River near 27"S, 'we came to sandstone ridges which were covered with scrub composed of cypress pine [= Callitris], dodonaea, and bricklow [= Brigalow], and which extended fully ten miles to the westward. Here another species of acacia akin to the bricklow formed a scrub worse than any we had yet met; dead timber made the road extremely circuitous, and the progress slow' (Leichhardt 1847a).
Discussion
By itself Coxen's account suggests that the specimen was collected somewhere along the lower Cogoon River. However, the account of Coxen's expedition was reprinted in the Sydney Morning Herald on 23 October 1847 and Leichhardt felt obliged to respond to it (Leichhardt 1847b).
Leichhardt met Pinnock on the Darling Downs after both had returned from their respective expeditions. Pinnock told Leichhardt that Coxen's party had come across the tracks of Leichhardt's party but had tended to travel to the south of Leichhardt's tracks whenever they met them. Leichhardt (1847b) reasoned that Coxen was too far south to have visited Mount Abundance.
The account of Coxen's expedition also noted that, 'A few miles to the eastward of Mount Abundance the party came upon Mr. Kennedy's tracks, and discovered places where his party had been excavating the ground in search of water'. In May and June 1847 Edmund Kennedy travelled north along the Maranoa River where his party was forced to dig for water on 25 May when they were near 27"10'S, 148'03'E (Beale 1983) . These waterholes were also seen by Leichhardt when he came to the Maranoa some months later (Leichhardt 1847a). As Kennedy's waterholes were dug some 65 km south-west of Mount Abundance, this suggests that either the newspaper account of Coxen's expedition was incorrect or that Coxen misjudged where he was or that another expedition dug for water Thus, there are two conflicting versions as to the route of Coxen's expedition. It is possible that Coxen was mistaken and he was at the Maranoa when he believed he was at the Cogoon. If this was the case the tracks seen by Rogers on the Fitzroy Downs may all have been made by Archer's expeditions. As noted by Leichhardt, the country between the Cogoon and the Maranoa is a series of sandstone hills covered in cypress pine, Mulga and Brigalow. This certainly would not have been inviting to the squatters of the Darling Downs accustomed to open grassland (see French 1989) . The other possibility is that Coxen was indeed on the Fitzroy Downs.
As the exact route of Coxen's expedition will probably never be resolved and both localities apparently hold suitable habitat, I recommend that the type locality of the Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush be modified to 
